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YOU ARE AWESOME!

THANK YOU to everyone for supporting our mission in 2023 by  
DONATING          VOLUNTEERING           SPREADING THE WORD

We are excited to share the impact your generosity made possible in 2023. 

67% 100%

EVIDENCE BASED CHAMP PROGRAM IMPACTS 

WORDS MOST COMMONLY USED TO DESCRIBE CHAMP 

Champlain
Adaptive Mounted
Program (CHAMP)
Changing lives one ride at a time

*As reported by Parents/ Caretakers in the PedsQL 4.0 Inventory
Several research studies have used the PedsQL 4.0 inventory to measure the effectiveness and impact of horse-assisted therapy on the

physical, emotional, social, and, where applicable, school functioning of children and adults.  

Average % Improvement 
Physical Health Score

after participating in the
CHAMP program*

Average % Improvement
Psychosocial Health Score 

 after participating in the
CHAMP program* 

Parental/Caretaker
 Satisfaction

100% would recommend 
CHAMP to friends or colleagues

2023 Annual Impact Report

As reported by Clients, Parents, Caretakers, Volunteers

Founded in 1987, thousands of lives have been positively
impacted by CHAMP's horse-assisted therapy programs over

our 36-year journey.  CHAMP is a PATH certified, volunteer
driven, donation based 501(c)(3) non-profit.

  
CHAMP is unlike any other form of therapy.  

Our horse-assisted sessions focus on fostering physical well-
being, emotional connection, and social and cognitive

development in a fun, welcoming and inclusive environment. 

To learn more, please visit vtchamp.org.



BEHIND THE SCENES 
Creating transformative experiences for each participant

Theraputic Riding Sessions
Conducted in 2023

Includes individual riding sessions 
+

summer riding camp

In 2023, CHAMP served individuals with:
Anxiety  
Autism
ADHD
Cerebral palsy
Depression
Disruptive Mood Dysregulation Disorder (DMDD)
Down Syndrome 
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS)
Rubinstein-Taybi Syndrome (RTS)
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)

 Dedicated 
Volunteers 

CHAMP VOLUNTEERS
They embody the spirit of community and service 

Countless acts of kindness and grace. 
They are vital to the program. 

36

Over
8000

 
Every session embodied our core values of: 

 

Affordability 
Inclusivity

 Achievement through Fun
 Safety 

429

27th Annual CHAMP Benefit
Trail Ride Dedicated in Honor

of the late Sue Haigh
An 11-year CHAMP Volunteer

“As a parent, you want nothing
more than happiness and success
for your kids.  CHAMP is a place
where she can experience that
everytime.  It’s why we have been
coming here for 15 years.”

Hours Generously
Contributed 



$22.69

CHAMP THERAPY HORSES 
Your support covered the essential costs of caring for our therapy horses, 

ensuring their well-being as they play a vital role in our participants' journeys. 

  Your donations supported the 365-day a year, round the clock care of 
  our therapy horses:   

Four times a day feeding (hay, grain and supplements)
Individual grooming and exercise
Barn stall cleaning and fresh bedding 
Paddock cleaning and upkeep
Regular Farrier Services
Regular and Emergency Veterinary Care 

Note: Every donation and event dollar goes directly to supporting CHAMP Therapeutic Program Services,
guaranteeing your contribution makes a meaningful difference.  

FINANCIAL TRANSPARENCY 
Your trust and  financial support have been instrumental.  

CHAMP is committed to the responsible allocation of funds, ensuring sustainability and accountability.  

Cost to Feed & House
a Therapy Horse 

for One Day
Does not include
veterinary care.  

Specially trained for their role,
these gentle and intuitive animals
are at the core of the success of
the program. 

Their calm presence and
responsive nature create a unique
bond with our participants,
fostering a sense of trust and
connections 

57 East Shore Road, South Hero, VT 05486 | 802-372-4087 | info@vtchamp.org
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CHAMP gratefully acknowledges all who have given so generously in 2023.

 

“CHAMP is therapy that
works, does not hurt or
involve going to a doctor’s
office, and is fun.”

Together, we are changing lives one ride at a time

CHAMPion Award Recipients in recognition of individuals or groups who have gone above and beyond in their support
of CHAMP:  Kevin Steady and the Arrowhead Eagles Aerie #4218, Will Guy of Guy’s Farm and Yard. 

$1000 and above: Arrowhead Eagles Aerie #4218, Douglas Alexander, David & Susan Birmingham, Dana Bromley, Chris &
Frances (LaFramboise) Cameron, Mike Cornell, Peter & Jessica Edelmann, Essex Experience, Lina George, Pauline Gervais,
Grand Isle Health Council, Granny’s Attic, Dr. Brad & Diane Kline, David Manning, Francis T. and Louise T. Nichols Foundation,
Nydia Okuma, Steve Stitzel, The Island Hub, Vermont Community Foundation, Marcia Zweerink & James Brightwell, Terese
Zlotoff 

$500 to $999:  Anonymous, Lisa Boudreaux, Leigh Cole, Linda Downey, Barb & Jo Gannon, Ken Gillilan, Nancy MacArt, 
Keith Newton 

$100 to $499:  Anonymous, Brian Armstrong, Samantha Ashline, Olivia Asper, BBC Property Maintenance, Don Bedard, 
Denny Bergne, Linda Bland, Betsy Bluto, Karen Bradley, Michelle Brewster, Rebecca Brewster, Taylor Buckner, Peggy Burns,
Members of Calvary Episcopal Church, Amy Carey, Liz Champagne, Natale Churchill & William Wanagaitis, Richard Chasse,
Adden Chrystie, Chris Clark, Faye Cochran, CM Collins, Edward Cota, Anne Cox, Jeffrey Crafts, MaryMargaret Cronin, 
Kathleen Culver, Jennifer Delabruere, Blanche Dessormeau, Francine Dunn, Anne Edgley, James Gabonault, Gerald Gervais,
Kathie Glasserman, Laura Gould, Sandy Gregg, Douglass Gunnerson, Paulette Thabault, Astrid Harrison, Beth Hathaway,
Robert Hayward, Susan & Chuck Hill, Susie and Charlie Hillman, Helen Hipp, Amanda Hoss, Isle La Motte Lodge 81, Sue Jobst,
L.A. Keeton, Laura Keeton, Crystal Kelly, Mark Kennedy & Cathy Rude, Martha Kiser, Krystal Goff, Julie Lane, Virginia Lindgren,
Tim & Lee Loisel, Laura Lurie, David Manning, John Manning & Subha Luck, Deborah Massey, Ivy McEntee, Nancy McNamara,
Audrey Merrill, Ann Morway, Darren Moskowitz, Brenda Perkins, Paula Poquette, Lisa Porter, Jennifer Poulin, Heather
Ragsdale, Kimberly Ravdin, Monica Raymond, James Robinson, Ramon Rodriguez, Velma Rose, Wendy Rosica, John Rossetti,
Christine Scanlon, Deborah Schapiro, Sarah Smith, Carmel Stone, Deanna Stoppler, Stronghold Farm, Katy Tartakoff,
Michael Turner, Veronica Dusablon, Jess Villanti, Susie Webb, Mark Wehman, Patti Wehman, Jill White, Mary Jane & Dolf
Wirsing, Angela Young, Anne Znojkiewicz

Up to $99:  Mary Andrews, Anonymous, Joyce Awramik, Susan Barthe, Kathy Beery, Lynn Bessette, Neal & Jolene Blanchard,
Sydnee Boyd, Belinda Brown, Sharon Compagna, Sally Cook, Jeanne Cullen, Karen Downs, Laurie Fleming, Gather Coffee
Lounge, Debra Gibbs, Mary Gillman, Jennette Hart, Mary Harwood, Malai Holland, Barbara Holzel, Diane Irish, Gail Issenberg,
Carol Jones, Ally Judkins, Heidi Kelly, William and Charlotte Kennedy, Kaitlin Kessler, Raymond Kirk, Karla Krause-Miller, 
Ann Laughlin, Nina Leduc, Patrick Lee, Mary Letourneau, Anita Licata, Judith Lloyd, Jenna Lossmann, Patricia Luchini, 
Anita Licata, Judith Lloyd, Jenna Lossmann, Richard Monterosso, Maria Notterman, Jody Oliver. Tina Patno, Jamie Ravenelle,
Tammy Reinhardt, Patrick Robins, Alexandra Robinson, Angie Rossetti, Vickey Sanborn, Jodene Spencer, Brenda Steady, Anna
Strong, Kim Sylvester, Dede Sylvester, Noelle Thabault, Pamela Vecchitto

Donations In Kind:  Bonnie Walker- Tupelo Group, Chuck & Susan Hill, Dick Mazza's General Store, Guy's Farm and Yard,
Hackett's Orchard, KBV- Keeler Bay Variety, McKenzie Country Classics, Paula Bradley Photography, Salt & Bubbles Wine Bar
and Market, SmartPak, Smugglers' Notch, Snow Farm Vineyards

Trail Ride Landowners:  Kevin & Lynn Barrows, Dana Bromley, Camp Ta-Kum-Ta, Robert Cutter III & Karen Ames, Guy Goulet,
Chuck & Susan Hill, Alan & Linda Kinney Jr., Christine Luebeki, John and Christie LaMora, Alan Perry-Eagle Camp, South Hero
Land Trust, Hobart Tracy & Naomi King, David Wendell, Anne Zolotas

Board of Directors:  Pauline Gervais (President), Neal Blanchard (Vice President), Michael Duany (Treasurer), Mary Tefft
(Secretary), Diane Kline, Jean Desranleau (Executive Director- CHAMP Program)

Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy of donation information. 
We apologize for any errors or omissions. Kindly contact us with any corrections.

Thank you for being the driving force behind every success and every smile.


